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LeviƟcus 11: 20-28 

 

Brothers and sisters, peace be with you, this is Hwa-Chi. Thank the Lord, it’s Ɵme to 
read the Bible again. We’ll conƟnue to read LeviƟcus chapter 11, and today we'll 
read from verse 20 to verse 28. 

LeviƟcus chapter 11 discusses the dietary laws. While the Israelites were required 
to follow these dietary laws, New Testament believers are not required to adhere 
to them. However, we must understand the spiritual meaning behind these 
regulaƟons and apply them to our daily lives. This chapter divides living creatures 
into five categories: land animals, aquaƟc creatures, birds, insects, and creeping 
things. The first four categories include both clean and unclean animals, but the 
fiŌh category, creeping things, is enƟrely unclean. 

Regarding the dietary laws revealed by God, the order starts with land animals, then 
moves to aquaƟc creatures, birds, and finally insects. God first revealed that these 
four categories include both clean and unclean creatures. We have already studied 
the first three categories, and today we will study the fourth: insects, found in 
verses 20-28. 

Before moving on to the fiŌh category, creeping things, God provides a summary 
regarding the first four types of creatures, parƟcularly in dealing with the issue of 
death. If someone accidentally comes into contact with the carcass of one of these 
four types of creatures, how should they handle it, and how can they become clean 
again? As for creeping things, since they are all unclean and cannot represent saints, 
Scripture sets them apart and deals with them separately in LeviƟcus 11:29-38. 
Especially in cases of unintenƟonal contact with the carcass of a creeping thing, the 
passage explains how to be cleansed. 

Today, we will focus on the secƟon about insects, as well as the summary 
concerning the first four types of creatures—what should be done when someone 
comes into contact with their carcasses to become clean again. Since dietary laws 



no longer apply to New Testament believers, we focus on the spiritual applicaƟon. 
The first four categories of creatures—land animals, aquaƟc creatures, birds, and 
insects—are symbolic of GenƟle ChrisƟans. This is what Peter saw in the large sheet 
containing various creatures in Acts 10:11-15. 

When the gospel was about to be preached to the GenƟles, Peter struggled to keep 
up. God specifically allowed Peter to see a vision while he was in a trance, where 
he saw a large sheet containing various creatures, including the four types of 
animals. Some were clean, and some were unclean, and God told Peter to "Rise, kill 
and eat." Being a devout Jew, Peter responded, saying, "I have never eaten anything 
common or unclean." However, God specifically told Peter, "What God has cleansed 
you must not call common." AŌer this, God sent Peter to the house of Cornelius, a 
GenƟle, to preach the gospel and bring them to salvaƟon. 

So, from a spiritual applicaƟon perspecƟve, these four types of creatures symbolize 
ChrisƟans. If we reflect on our experiences as ChrisƟans, we will see that 
throughout our spiritual growth, God has prepared various environments to help 
us mature. SomeƟmes, we are like land animals, walking freely on God's created 
earth. At such Ɵmes, we need to learn to "chew the cud" of God's Word—not only 
storing it in our hearts but also meditaƟng on it conƟnually. We also need to have 
divided hooves, choosing to walk on the path God has prepared for us. 

At other Ɵmes, we are like aquaƟc creatures, living in a world filled with death and 
corrupƟon, with waves of culture, poliƟcs, economy, and fashion crashing over us. 
In these moments, we must be like fish with fins and scales, able to resist Satan's 
aƩacks and the temptaƟons of the world, swimming upstream to seek God's higher 
will. 

SomeƟmes, God brings us to spiritual heights, like birds soaring in the sky, filled 
with spiritual freedom, transcending earthly aƩracƟons and temptaƟons. During 
these Ɵmes, we must distance ourselves from death and darkness, set aside 
personal interests and self-adornment, and focus on receiving the life-giving 
nourishment from God. 



SomeƟmes, in God's wisdom, He allows you to be placed in difficult circumstances 
where you feel powerless to rise above your situaƟon. In such moments, your 
condiƟon may feel like that of an insect—small, vulnerable, and limited. So, what 
should you do? 

 

Verse 20: “All flying insects that creep on all fours shall be an abominaƟon to 
you.” 

Many insects have both wings and legs, but those without wings are categorized as 
the fiŌh type, the creeping creatures, and all creeping creatures are considered 
unclean. Therefore, among insects, only those with wings have the possibility of 
being clean. However, having wings alone is not sufficient, as the wings of insects 
are not designed for long-distance flight. The key consideraƟon is how these insects 
behave when constrained by their environment. If they use their four legs to crawl 
on the ground, they are deemed detestable and unclean because they are unable 
to break free from the dominion of the earth. 

 

Verse 21: “Yet these you may eat of every flying insect that creeps on all fours: 
those which have jointed legs above their feet with which to leap on the earth.” 

Among creatures that have wings and crawl on four legs, those with legs and joints 
that allow them to leap on the ground are considered clean, and the Israelites could 
eat them. Having legs with joints refers to the insects' ability to jump because of 
the joints in their legs. When faced with danger, they can leap powerfully to escape 
a dangerous environment.  

In terms of spiritual applicaƟon, under God's sovereign authority, saints are oŌen 
placed in difficult environments, surrounded on all sides. The only way out is to leap 
upwards, transcending the situaƟon. The Apostle Paul experienced this kind of 
environment. In 2 Corinthians 4:8-10, he writes, "We are hard-pressed on every 
side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not 



forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—always carrying about in the body the 
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body." 

Paul was hard-pressed on every side, perplexed, and in this situaƟon, the only way 
out was to leap upwards. The life of Jesus Christ was his power to leap. At this Ɵme, 
Paul not only needed the power to jump, but he also needed joints in his legs. As 
Paul says in Ephesians 4:16, "from whom the whole body, joined and knit together 
by what every joint supplies, according to the effecƟve working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love."  

Paul speaks here of the building up of the church, where each part must perform 
its funcƟon. The translaƟon in the Chinese Union Version conveys the original 
meaning, which is that through the joints that supply strength, the body's individual 
funcƟons are developed. Clearly, Paul is one of the supplying joints in the body of 
Christ. Through the power of the life supply of Christ, strength flows to the joints 
between the legs and feet, enabling Paul to leap and transcend his difficulƟes. 

 

Verse 22: “These you may eat: the locust aŌer its kind, the destroying locust aŌer 
its kind, the cricket aŌer its kind, and the grasshopper aŌer its kind.” 

The Bible lists four types of insects: locusts, crickets, grasshoppers, and katydids. 
These four types of insects are clean, and the Israelites were allowed to eat them. 
Among the winged insects, only those specifically listed as clean could be eaten, 
meaning that the countless other kinds of insects not menƟoned, possibly millions 
or even billions, were not to be eaten. This contrasts with the descripƟon of birds, 
where only the unclean ones are listed, meaning that all others, apart from those 
named, were permiƩed for consumpƟon. 

From a spiritual perspecƟve, birds inherently have a heavenly, transcendent 
posiƟon, while insects are confined to earthly environments. This shows that there 
are aspects of God’s sovereign arrangement that we must accept. On the other 
hand, when we are free to choose, it becomes clear that, as New Testament 
believers, the posiƟon we take is criƟcally important. 



When we are in the right posiƟon—a heavenly posiƟon—we encounter mostly 
what is clean, needing only to avoid a few unclean things. But if we are in the wrong 
posiƟon, remaining on earthly ground, the outcome is reversed; most things will be 
unclean, and we must acƟvely seek cleansing. 

Today, insects are rarely included in everyday diets. However, when Moses led the 
2 million Israelites through the wilderness for 40 years, food was scarce, except for 
the manna that God provided daily. Occasionally, God would send quail to saƟsfy 
their craving for meat. Locusts were common in the wilderness and likely became a 
significant food source for the Israelites. In the New Testament, John the BapƟst, 
the forerunner of Jesus Christ, lived in the wilderness and ate locusts and wild 
honey. 

 

Verse 23: “But all other flying insects which have four feet shall be an 
abominaƟon to you.” 

Among the insects that have wings and four legs, those that cannot jump but only 
crawl on the ground are considered detestable by the Israelites and are unclean, 
and therefore should not be eaten. Next, from verses 24 to 28, there is a conclusion 
regarding these four types of creatures. The disƟncƟon between clean and unclean 
creatures has already been clearly defined.  

Let’s quickly review: land animals that chew the cud and have split hooves are 
considered clean; aquaƟc creatures with fins and scales are clean; for birds, apart 
from those specifically listed as unclean, the rest are clean; and among insects, only 
those with wings and legs that enable them to jump are clean. The conclusion that 
follows primarily emphasizes how to handle contact with the carcasses of unclean 
creatures. 

 



Verse 24-25: “By these you shall become unclean; whoever touches the carcass of 
any of them shall be unclean unƟl evening; whoever carries part of the carcass of 
any of them shall wash his clothes and be unclean unƟl evening.” 

Unclean creatures should not be eaten, and if you accidentally touch the carcass of 
an unclean creature, you will be unclean unƟl evening. If you intenƟonally take the 
carcass of an unclean creature, not only will you be unclean unƟl evening, but you 
will also need to wash your clothes. For example, a horse is unclean and cannot be 
eaten, but it is permissible to ride a horse for errands. If an Israelite's horse dies and 
he touches the horse's carcass, he will become unclean unƟl evening. During this 
Ɵme, anyone who comes into contact with him will also become unclean. If he not 
only touches the horse's carcass but also handles it, such as liŌing the horse's 
carcass, then he will be unclean unƟl evening and will also need to wash his clothes. 

Here we see a principle: the uncleanness brought about by death is contagious and 
can spread. Therefore, cauƟon is necessary. Dear brothers and sisters, for New 
Testament believers who are saved by grace, there is generally a relaƟve sensiƟvity 
towards sin, as their conscience will accuse them, prompƟng them to confess and 
repent to deal with their sins. God's forgiveness is also Ɵmely; whenever you repent 
and confess, your sin is forgiven. 

On the other hand, believers are oŌen not sensiƟve to death. However, here the 
Bible tells us that spiritual death is more serious than sin. AŌer commiƫng sin, 
confessing and repenƟng leads to immediate forgiveness. But if you touch death, 
you will be unclean for a period of Ɵme, lasƟng unƟl sunset. Thus, spiritual death is 
far more serious than sin. Logically, we can understand this because the result of 
sin is death, and death is naturally more serious than sin. 

Yet in our experiences, it is quite the opposite. When we commit a moral error, our 
conscience condemns us, prompƟng us to repent and confess quickly. However, on 
the other hand, when we become indifferent toward God and lose the desire to 
gather, oŌen withdrawing from the church and from God's presence, we are 
actually experiencing spiritual death. Yet in such situaƟons, we do not feel much. 



This is precisely the most serious aspect of death because it results in a lack of 
feeling. 

Therefore, the next Ɵme we encounter such a situaƟon, we must hold onto God's 
word and not wait unƟl we feel something; that will be a long process. When you 
realize that you have touched spiritual death, you must acknowledge that you will 
be unclean for a Ɵme unƟl evening. In Israel, a day begins in the evening, which 
means that when a new day arrives, you will be able to regain strength. UnƟl then, 
regardless of whether you feel anything, you must confess and repent. 

If you not only touch spiritual death but also parƟcipate in and experience spiritual 
death, you must also wash your clothes. Clothes symbolize our conduct in daily life; 
we must confess and repent before God for what we say and do, unƟl we are 
cleansed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Verse 26: “The carcass of any animal which divides the foot, but is not cloven-
hoofed or does not chew the cud, is unclean to you. Everyone who touches it shall 
be unclean. “ 

This secƟon menƟons that animals that do not have split hooves and do not chew 
the cud are considered unclean and cannot be eaten. The Chinese Union Version 
translates it as "Anyone who touches them shall be unclean." Since this porƟon 
discusses the carcasses of clean animals, the KJV directly translates it as "Anyone 
who touches the carcass of these shall be unclean unƟl evening." 

 

Verse 27: “And whatever goes on its paws, among all kinds of animals that go 
on all fours, those are unclean to you. Whoever touches any such carcass shall be 
unclean unƟl evening. “ 

The four-legged animals that walk on their paws are considered unclean. Cows and 
sheep have hooves, and in addiƟon to their hooves, they have paws that do not 
touch the ground; therefore, the hooves make contact with the earth, making cows 



and sheep clean. However, if an animal walks on its paws without hooves, its paws 
come into contact with the ground, making it unclean. Household pets like cats and 
dogs are also considered unclean. If such an animal dies and you touch its carcass, 
you will be unclean unƟl evening. 

 

Verse 28: “Whoever carries any such carcass shall wash his clothes and be unclean 
unƟl evening. It is unclean to you.” 

If a household pet dies and you handle its carcass, you will not only be unclean unƟl 
evening, but you must also wash your clothes. Thank the Lord that we are in the 
New Testament; these ritual laws have all been abolished since the coming of Jesus 
Christ. The ritual laws pointed towards Christ; the Old Testament is a shadow, while 
Christ is the substance. Once the substance that represents reality has come, the 
shadow is no longer needed. Therefore, New Testament believers do not need to 
observe the ritual laws. When we read these regulaƟons, we must discover their 
underlying spiritual significance so that we can apply them. 

Let us pray together: Lord, thank you! In the process of our growth, you have 
prepared various environments for us. We know that all things work together for 
good to those who love God. Help us to be people who love God and know how to 
look up to the provisions that come from You in our circumstances. Especially when 
You place us in difficult situaƟons where we feel surrounded and pressed on every 
side. I ask that, on one hand, You grant us the power of life, and on the other hand, 
let our feet grow joints so that we can leap and overcome the limitaƟons of our 
circumstances. Help us to learn to not seek for You to remove the environment but 
to ask for sufficient grace within the environment, enabling us to rise above all 
limitaƟons. Bless my daily life. I pray in the holy name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen!  

 

 


